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if the want is always supplied there need be little or no suffering. The prospect of enjoyment, not
the experience of suffering, may be, and in many cases is, the stimulus to activity. Where feelings of unrest and disquiet are the causes or occasions of exertion, there may be in the exertion and in the result attained by it far more pleasure than pain. It is pleasure which springs from the fulfilment of the natural conditions of life; it is pain which flows from their non-fulfilment; and hence, as a general rule,, happiness doubtless preponderates over misery in the animal world. All that can be legitimately inferred from the mere existence of want, is that the being which is conscious of want is a dependent being. Fain is not inherent in want, but is the consequence of want unsup-plied. A consciousness of want is the root of all spiritual strength and perfection. The life of complete human blessedness is a life which is realised not to be inherent in self, but to flow from an infinite source for the continuous supply of every want Want easily passes into pain, but in itself it is .simply an expression of finiteness, of limitation. All sufferings which are needed to bring men to a sense of their wants are amply justified, because what they lead to is not evil, but a something purely good, if there be an adequate and appropriate supply of these wants.
Then the stages of illusion described by Hart-